
final minutes 
 

Criminal Justice Policy Commission Meeting 

9:00 a.m. • Wednesday, August 5, 2015 

Senate Appropriations Room • 3rd Floor State Capitol Building 

100 N. Capitol Avenue • Lansing, MI 

 
Members Present:      Members Excused: 
Senator Bruce Caswell, Chair     None  
Stacia Buchanan        
Representative Vanessa Guerra      
D. J. Hilson         
Kyle Kaminski         
Sheryl Kubiak                                          
Barbara Levine         
Sarah Lightner  
Laura Moody 
Sheriff Lawrence Stelma 

Jennifer Strange 
Judge Paul Stutesman 
Andrew Verheek 
Judge Raymond Voet 
Representative Michael Webber 
  
I. Call to Order and Roll Call 
The Chair called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. The Chair asked the clerk to take the roll. A quorum was present and 
there were no absent members. 
 
II. Approval of the July 1, 2015 CJPC Meeting Minutes 
The Chair asked for a motion to approve the July 1, 2015 Criminal Justice Policy Commission meeting minutes.  
Mr. Hilson moved, supported by Ms. Lightner, that the minutes of the July 1, 2015 Criminal Justice Policy 
Commission meeting as proposed be approved. There was no objection. The motion was approved by 
unanimous consent. 
 
The Chair announced that he received an email from the Robina Institute of Criminal Law and Criminal Justice inviting one 
or two members of the Commission to participate in a one-day workshop devoted to exploring the use of criminal history in 
sentencing guidelines. The event is scheduled October 20, 2015 at the University of Minnesota Law School in Minneapolis 
and the cost to attend will be covered by the Robina Institute. The Chair shared that he would like to participate in the 
event and would like one other member to attend as well. He asked members who are interested to let him know by the 
end of today’s meeting. 
 
The Chair also shared two emails he received regarding the potential impact a decision the Michigan Supreme Court will 
make in the Lockbridge case which deals with sentencing guidelines. The second email, from the same person, was sent 
after the MSC ruling and expressed concern regarding the likelihood that the MSC decision will increase sentencing 
disparity and commitments to prisons. The writer noted that it will be incumbent upon the Commission to monitor prisoner 
intake month-by-month to see what impact the advisory guideline system will have on commitment rates. The Chair 
agreed and asked Commissioner Kyle Kaminski to provide the Commission with prison intake data going back six months 
to a year and then month-by-month hereafter. Commissioner Kaminski responded that there may be some data system 
issues, but he will do his best to find some workarounds to get the information the Chair has requested.   
 

III. Presentation on History of Sentencing Guidelines by Dr. Brian Ostrom, Kevin J. Bowling, Marge 
Bossenbery, Nick Ciaramitaro, and the Honorable Paul L. Maloney 
 
The Chair welcomed the panel and thanked Judge Paul Stutesman for being responsible for the program. The Chair then 
called on Judge Stutesman to provide the introductions and lead the presentation. After Judge Stutesman introduced and 
provided background on each of the members of the panel, Mr. Kevin J. Bowling began the presentation. He was followed 
by Marge Bossenbery, Dr. Brian Ostrom, Nick Ciaramitaro, and the Honorable Paul L. Maloney. A question and answer 
period followed. Details of the presentation are attached to these minutes. 
 
IV. Homework Assignments 
There was no discussion of this agenda item. 
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V. Commissioners’ Most Important Concept – Flexibility vs. Consistency 
There was no discussion of this agenda item. 
 
VI. Commissioners’ Assessment of CSG Findings and Policy Options 
There was no discussion of this agenda item. 
 
VII. Overview of CJPC Statutory Charge 
There was no discussion of this agenda item. 
 
VIII. Public Comment 
The Chair then asked if there were any public comments. Bruce Timmons of Okemos, Michigan offered comments 
regarding sentencing guideline policies and disparity. There were no other public comments. 
 
IX. Commissioner Comments 
Chairman Caswell cautioned the Commission to be careful not to rush forward into unknown territory because of the 

Supreme Court’s decision and to continue to be respectful of the Legislature’s role. He urged the members to remember 
the advice that any changes will reverberate throughout the system in unexpected ways.  
 
Judge Stutesman thanked the panel for the information they shared in their presentation.  
 
Andrew Verheek commented that he appreciated learning the historical background of the current sentencing guidelines 
and stressed the important distinction between geographic disparities in terms of sentence length vs. types of sentence.  
 
Jennifer Strange thanked the panel for the education and the reminder of the importance of good data. 
 
Representative Guerra also thanked the panel and the opportunity to learn from the panel’s experience.  
 
DJ Hilson appreciated what the panel has shared and also the Chair’s comments regarding the time needed for the 
Commission to do its work and the impact of any its decisions. 
 
Laura Moody agreed for the need to be deliberative and not rush through. She was also interested to learn that budgetary 

forces were not the motivating factor in driving the work of the previous sentencing guidelines commission.  
 
Barbara Levine thought it was an informative meeting. 
 
Kyle Kaminski stressed the need to communicate with some of the key folks who are working on these issues in the 
Legislature. 
 
The Chair agreed and will continue to make efforts to communicate with the Senate and asked Representative Guerra and 
Representative Webber to let him know who the appropriate members in the House are that he should speak to.  
 
The Chair remarked that he thinks it is appropriate for the Commission to have a recommendation for data collection by 
the next meeting. He will attempt to put together a general recommendation and have it distributed to the members for 
input.   
 
X. Adjournment 
There was no further business. The Chair adjourned the meeting at 12:20 p.m. 
 
 
(Approved at the September 2, 2015 Criminal Justice Policy Commission meeting.)
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